
ESSEX HUMAN 
RIGHTS SUMMER
SCHOOL 2016

Further information
For further information on the Essex Human Rights 
Summer School including details of how to book a  
place, visit www.essex.ac.uk/hrc/summerschool or  
email hrcsummerschool@essex.ac.uk 

Human Rights Centre

27 JUNE – 5 JULY 2016
The Human Rights Centre at the University of Essex will offer its five day 
summer school on Human Rights Research Methods at its Colchester 
campus from 27 June to 1 July 2016. 

This will be followed by two days (4 – 5 July) of thematic modules on cutting 
edge issues in human rights including Making Technology Work for Human 
Rights Professionals and Human Rights in the Era of Drug Reform.

www.essex.ac.uk/hrc/summerschool

Fees
The course fees for Essex Human Rights Summer School are as follows:

Human Rights Research Methods (27 June – 1 July)

 n External participants – £875
 n University of Essex postgraduate students, staff and alumni – £750

Thematic Modules

Making Technology Work for Human Rights Professionals (4 – 5 July)

 n  External participants – £350
 n University of Essex postgraduate students, staff and alumni - £300

Human Rights in the Era of Drug Reform (4 – 5 July) 

 n  External participants – £350
 n University of Essex postgraduate students, staff and alumni - £300

(Please note the thematic modules run simultaneously)

Bookings made before or on 15 May 2016 will be eligible for a 10% early bird discount.

A 10% discount will also be available on bookings that include the Human Rights Research 
Methods course and a thematic module.

Accommodation
Accommodation is available at our Colchester campus in en-suite single student bedrooms  
with shared kitchen facilities at £45 per night on a bed and breakfast basis. Accommodation  
is available for the duration of the summer school only.

Human Rights Centre

#EHRSS16 
 @EssexHRC    /EssexHRC/  



Human Rights Research Methods (27 June – 1 July 2016)  Thematic Human Rights Modules (4 – 5 July 2016)

Overview

The Human Rights Centre is pleased to 
announce the 2016 programme of its 
pioneering summer school on Human Rights 
Research Methods.

Launched in 2014, the motivation for the 
summer school is the recognition that very 
little attention has been paid to methodology in 
human rights, yet academics, non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) and intergovernmental 
organisations such as the United Nations carry 
out vast amounts of research.  The methodology 
of human rights research has a direct impact  

 
on the strength, persuasiveness and legitimacy 
of research findings and, in turn, on its ability to 
influence policy and practice.

This summer school provides the core methods 
and skills needed to carry out human rights 
research whether for academic scholarship, bids 
for large research projects or reports for NGOs, 
governments and international organisations.  
It is an essential course for postgraduate 
students, academics, lawyers and human rights 
professionals working in NGOs, government and  
international organisations. 

Making Technology Work for  
Human Rights Professionals

This summer school module focuses on how 
technology can be used to assist and improve 
human rights work.  Emphasis is placed on 
the use of technology to monitor, document 
and report on human rights violations, and to 
improve human rights workers’ digital security.  
The summer school will mix lectures – focused 
on discussing the more theoretical elements, 
analysing the overall context, and examining 
pertinent case studies – and practical sessions – 
where participants will put the issues discussed 
in lectures into practice, in an interactive 
and supported environment.  This module is 
specifically designed to be of use to individuals 
either working, or intending to work, in the field  
of human rights.

Human Rights in the Era of Drug Reform

Drug control is a neglected and under-researched 
human rights theme despite the scale of human 
rights abuses occurring in its name each year. The 
relationship between international human rights 
law and international drug control law is therefore 
a significant issue for human rights activists 
and scholars, yet to date it has largely gone 
unaddressed. In recent years, advocates have 
begun to use the tools provided by international 
human rights law as a means to close this gap.  

However, the current scope of work addressing 
human rights and drug policy remains too narrow 
to shift the paradigm of international drug control 
away from its current punitive approach and 
towards one grounded in human rights.

In April 2016, a United Nations General 
Assembly Special Session on Drugs will be a key 
moment for human rights to take centre stage 
in debates on the future of drug policy reform.  
This represents an historic opportunity to begin 
a discourse on how human rights can be given 
meaningful effect in the implementation of drug 
policy.  To be effective, such discourse must 
extend beyond 2016 and consider challenges 
posed by the contemporary drug control regime 
as well as a future, reformed system.  Preparing 
civil society advocates, diplomats and civil 
servants with the tools to advance a sustained 
discourse is therefore of critical importance.  
The Essex Summer School on Human Rights and 
Drug Policy provides the core legal foundations 
of human rights and drug control, presents tools 
to undertake research, and presents a human 
rights framework to advance discussion on 
emerging and enduring drug policy issues that 
will continue to challenge human rights advocates 
and scholars for years to come.  It is an essential 
course for postgraduate students interested in 
emerging human rights themes, academics, and 
human rights professionals working in NGOs, 
government and international organisations.

Sessions
Sessions on the summer school include:

 n Interviewing Survivors of 
Human Rights Violations 

 n Interviewing Women  
and Girls

 n Conducting In-Country 
Research 

 n Single and Comparative 
Case Studies 

 n Qualitative Data Analysis

 n Ethnographic Methods

 n Experiments

 n Choosing between Research 
Approaches: Qualitative 
and/or Quantitative

 n Counting Human Rights 
Violations

 n Surveys

 n Socio-Economic and 
Administrative Statistics 

 n Human Rights Indicators

 n The Role of Databases

 n Measuring the Impact of the 
Right to Health 

 n Bringing the Methods 
Together: When to Use What 

 n One-to-One Clinic

Teaching Team
The summer school will be taught by a combination of Essex and external  
human rights academics and practitioners.  The team includes: 

 n Associate Professor Başak Çalı, Koç University, 
Turkey

 n Dr Cosette Creamer, Visiting Assistant Professor, 
Boston University School of Law Benjamin 
E. Lippincott Chair in Political Economy and 
Assistant Professor (starting Fall 2016), 
Department of Political Science, University  
of Minnesota

 n Dr Simone Dietrich, Department of Government, 
University of Essex

 n Dr Anita Gohdes, Human Rights  
Data Analysis Group

 n Professor Paul Hunt, Human Rights Centre and 
School of Law, University of Essex and former 
Senior Human Rights Advisor to the World 
Health Organization Assistant Director-General; 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Right  
to Health and Rapporteur of the UN Committee 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

 n Professor Todd Landman, FRSA Pro Vice 
Chancellor Faculty of Social Sciences, University 
of Nottingham

 n Esther Major, Researcher on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, Amnesty International

 n Professor Lorna McGregor, Director of the  
Human Rights Centre, School of Law, University 
of Essex and former International Legal Advisor to 
REDRESS and the International Bar Association

 n Dr Eadaoin O’Brien, School of Law and Human 
Rights Centre, University of Essex

 n Dr Róisín Ryan-Flood, Human Rights Centre and 
Department of Sociology, University of Essex

 n Associate Professor Nora Sveaass, Member  
of the UN Subcommittee on the Prevention  
of Torture and Department of Psychology,  
University of Oslo


